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Taxonomic List 
 

Noteworthy fauna: 
 

On the island of Nekselø there is an important population of the endangered amphibian Bombina 
bombina 
(national red list category NT, DMU 2007, EU Habitats Dir. Ann. 

II, IV). The site is an important breeding, staging and wintering 

area for waterbirds: 

Breeding waterbirds: Table giving the most recent information about breeding waterbirds 
in the Ramsar site. Published and unpublished data from the NOVANA programme of the 
Ministry of Environment and DCE, supplemented with data from the Birdlife Denmark 
citizen science portal DOFbasen on selected breeding species covered by the EEC Birds 
Directive Annex 1. Numbers given are annual breeding populations of the species listed. 
Counting intensity varies over the years. Note: 0 does not necessarily mean the species was 
absent – rather not counted/reported 

 
	   Breeding population (in pairs) 

Species \ Year 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Phalacrocorax carbo 1138 1234 1104 1010 936 983 

Botaurus stellaris 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Recurvirostra avosetta 10 0 4 0 0 14 

Sterna sandvicensis 105 500 685 367 61 0 

Sterna hirundo 0 0 7 0 0 0 

Sterna paradisaea 0 0 45 0 0 0 

Sterna albifrons 0 2 0 0 0 0 

  
Note: this site has not been subject to intensive monitoring programmes for all species/all years. Missing 
Marsh Harrier (Circus auruginosus) and tern Sterna numbers in table might thus represent missing 
coverage rather than absence of these species some years. 

 
Migratory waterbirds: Table giving the most recent information about staging waterbirds in the 
Ramsar site. Published and unpublished data from the NOVANA programme of the Ministry 
of Environment and DCE, supplemented with data from the Birdlife Denmark citizen 
science portal DOFbasen on migratory species of national responsibility (for details see Miljø- 
og Energiministeriet, Skov- og Naturstyrelsen 1999), and selected migrant species (e.g. some 
raptors and Charadrius morinellus) covered by the EEC Birds Directive Annex 1. Numbers given 
are annual maxima of the species listed. Counting intensity varies over the years. Note: 0 does 
not necessarily mean the species was absent – rather not counted/reported. Averages are thus 
computed based on years with numbers reported. Offshore species (*) have been counted using 
transect surveys in 2004 and 2008. Numbers mentioned from 2004 are actual counted numbers, 
true numbers are probable 3-5 times higher (as demonstrated by Petersen et al. 2006b using 
spatial modelling for selected species). Numbers for 2008 have been spatially modelled (Petersen 
& Nielsen 2011). Data mentioned below for offshore species from 2005-2007 and 2009 are from 
land-based surveys and would not represent a true estimate for offshore parts of the Ramsar 
site these years. True numbers are likely to be much higher. 
	   Annual Maxima Average 	  
Species \ Year 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 	   	  

Cepphus grylle 93 77 84 94 103 41 
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Gavia stellata 11 8 27 10 4 6 11 	  
Gavia arctica 1 1 3 3 3 23 6 	  
Tachybaptus ruficollis 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 	  
Podiceps grisegena 20 48 41 24 27 169 55 	  
Podiceps auritus 4 1 1 0 1 2 2 	  
Phalacrocorax carbo 552 213 1320 787 574 462 651 	  
Ardea cinerea 1 0 0 0 9 0 5 	  
Platalea leucorodia 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 	  
Cygnus olor 44 23 175 174 57 90 94 	  
Cygnus columbianus 0 8 0 6 6 0 7 	  
Cygnus cygnus 261 442 519 378 575 489 444 	  
Anser fabalis 645 640 380 0 155 450 454 	  
Anser brachyrhynchus 0 2 11 0 1 0 5 	  
Anser albifrons albifrons 0 0 100 0 0 126 113 	  
Anser anser 325 1331 831 1320 2057 2492 1393 	  
Branta canadensis 0 9 31 0 0 0 20 	  
Branta leucopsis 330 172 2 802 1530 1152 665 	  
Branta bernicla bernicla 14 1 5 17 0 6 9 	  
Tadorna tadorna 13 0 0 0 560 481 351 	  
Anas penelope 855 394 848 2800 1281 1118 1216 	  
Anas crecca 850 334 1700 3259 545 737 1238 	  
Anas platyrhynchos 6030 6020 4450 4138 4939 4600 5030 	  
Anas acuta 45 36 9 27 68 36 37 	  
Anas clypeata 5 10 37 19 8 8 15 	  

 
Aythya ferina 0 30 30 75 52 34 44 	  
Aythya fuligula 341 100 202 36 29 35 124 	  
Aythya marila 82 18 1000 8 0 90 240 * 

Somateria mollissima 5725 1750 12408 1250 8285 5250 5778 * 

Clangula hyemalis 0 0 0 0 88 0 88 * 

Melanitta nigra 900 400 600 211 15518 10670 4716 * 

Melanitta fusca 220 99 920 52 174 2580 674 * 

Bucephala clangula 296 270 368 348 345 154 297 	  
Mergus albellus 0 0 7 0 0 0 7 	  
Mergus serrator 110 48 87 160 262 84 125 	  
Mergus merganser 0 0 2 0 1 7 3 	  
Haliaeetus albicilla 1 0 2 5 3 4 3 	  
Circus cyaneus 2 4 3 3 4 4 3 	  
Pandion haliaetus 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 	  
Falco columbarius 0 2 1 1 1 1 1 	  
Falco peregrinus 1 3 0 0 2 2 2 	  
Fulica atra 0 60 48 77 58 29 54 	  
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Haematopus ostralegus 0 0 0 0 9 0 9 	  
Recurvirostra avosetta 893 759 1095 620 802 1258 905 	  
Pluvialis apricaria 1234 1030 496 6125 1675 4100 2443 	  
Pluvialis squatarola 0 0 0 0 3 28 16 	  
Vanellus vanellus 0 0 0 0 1 17 9 	  
Calidris canutus 8 56 16 55 110 190 73 	  
Calidris alba 3 1 3 120 8 38 29 	  
Calidris alpina 700 1065 1035 1443 1230 1892 1228 	  
Limosa lapponica 104 18 153 131 50 129 98 	  
Numenius arquata 52 0 0 0 263 198 171 	  
Tringa totanus 70 91 158 177 130 175 134 	  
Tringa nebularia 42 11 97 56 99 97 67 	  
Phalaropus lobatus 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 	  
Larus ridibundus 0 0 0 0 40 0 40 	  
Larus argentatus 66 0 0 0 26 0 46 	  
Larus marinus 10 0 0 0 3 0 7 	  
Sterna caspia 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 	  
Sterna sandvicensis 0 0 0 0 4 74 39 	  
Alca torda 0 6 0 9 0 0 8 	  
Sum of annual maxima 20867 15515 29222 24729 41676 39588 	   	  

 


