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Additional material  

 

Hydrological values: 

Hydrological value is very important: The ‘Quarter of the Morava River’ is one of the 

most important groundwater sources in the Czech Republic, with good quality water. 

The main reason for constructing the Nove Mlyny reservoirs was to eliminate 

flooding, but achieving this objective caused huge problems in the floodplain forests 

and associated habitats: ironically, nowadays, the water from Nove Mlyny reservoirs 

is used for artificial flooding downstream of the reservoir! The importance of the site 

in flood control became readily apparent during the catastrophic floods of July 1997: 

the dry polder of the Soutok was capable of retaining ca. 50 million m3 of water, i.e. 

more than all the human-made reservoirs within the catchment, and thus saving many 

areas from much worse flood damage. A significant part of the whole area is 

officially designated as a natural storage area for drinking water 

 

Social and cultural values: 

The most important economic uses of the area are timber production, tourism and 

agriculture. Nearly all the forests are economically used, however the timing of tree 

felling in the central part of the Soutok area is prolonged to 160 years (better situation 

for tree hole breeders and many invertebrate species). The largest part of the Soutok 

area is game reserve for breeding of red deer (Cervus elaphus; spring stock 300 

specimens) and fallow deer (Dama dama; ca 170 specimens). Water reservoirs are 

important as water storage (ca 55 million m3), and for recreation. As a place where 

many international nominations meet (World Heritage Site, Biosphere Reserve, 

Important Bird Area), the area invites many visitors; among them, cycling is very 

popular nowadays. For greater self-sufficiency of food production in former socialist 

Czechoslovakia, nearly all previous meadows in the floodplain were ploughed and 

changed  to arable fields. The most important crops are cereals, maize and sunflower. 

The area is extremely important archaeologically: hunters of mammoths had 

settlements here, and a huge mammoth cemetery has been discovered here. Relics 

from Roman legions and from the oldest times of Slavs (e.g. the bases of church from 

9th century in Pohansko) should also be mentioned. 

 

Current land (including water) use: 

a) within the Ramsar site: forestry, agriculture, water storage, fishery, recreation, 

nature conservation. Exceptional importance of the area for ground water storage 

has been mentioned in 14. 

b) in the surroundings/catchment: in the surroundings - the same as under (a). The 

catchment has many various uses, but important is agriculture in the highlands; 

this changed heavily during 1960s and 1970s, mainly from previous meadows 

and pastures to ploughed fields, quite often causing floods downstream. 

 

Current recreation and tourism: 

Activities are various. The Soutok area has become very popular, partly because of its 

inaccessability during socialist times (military border area). Cycling is the most 

popular way for visitors – cars are prohibited. The remaining parts of the floodplain 

are visited more sparsely. There are increasing numbers of visitors to the Lower 

Reservoir of Nove Mlyny – sunbathing, windsurfing, and also as one of the few 

suitable reservoirs in CZ for yachting. 



Ramsar Site: 635 - Mokrady dolního Podyjí  Ramsar Information Sheet 

November 2007 

 

Bibliographical references: 

 

BALATOVA-TULACKOVA E., 1995: [Pflanzensoziologische Charakteristik der 

Wiesen in der Umgebung von Lanžhot (Südmähren).] Zpr. Čes. Bot. Společ., Praha, 

30, suppl. 1995/l: 23-27. (In Czech, German summary). 

 

BÍNOVÁ L., BUCEK A., HUDEC K., KUNDRATA M., LACINA J., LOW J., 

MATUSKA J. & SEBELA M., 1992: Trilateral national park Danube-Morava-Dyje 

floodplains. Moravian part of trilateral park. Project of WWF International No. 3921. 

Veronica, Brno, 41 pp. 

 

BRYJA V., SVATOŇ J. & CHYTIL J. (eds.) 2005: Spiders (Araneae) of the Lower 

Morava Biosphere Reserve and closely adjacent localities (Czech Republic). Acta 

Musei Moraviae, Scientiae Biologicae (Brno), 90: 13-184. 

 

CHYTIL J., 1994: [Protected species of animals in the region proposed to be added to 

the PLA and Biosphere Reserve Pálava.] Ochrana přírody, 49: 291-296. (In Czech, 

Engl. summary.). 

 

CHYTIL J., 1999: [Does the phenomenon “Moravian gate flyway” exist?.] Sylvia, 

35: 31-35. (In Czech, Engl. summary). 

 

CHYTIL J. & HAKROVÁ P. (eds.), 2001: Wetlands of the Czech Republic - the list 

of wetland sites of the Czech Republic. Czech Ramsar Committee, Mikulov, 35 pp. 

 

CHYTIL J., HAKROVÁ P. & Vlasáková L. (eds.), 2006: Wetlands of the Czech 

Republic - the list of wetland sites of the Czech Republic (2nd edition). Czech 

Ramsar Committee, Prague, 36 pp. 

 

CHYTIL J. & MACHÁČEK P., 2000: [Development in breeding population size of 

gulls and terns in the southernmost Moravia.] Sylvia, 36: 113-126 (In Czech, Engl. 

summary). 

 

CMELÍK P., CHYTIL J. & SIMEČEK K., 1999: [The influence of large-scale floods 

on the occurrence of waterfowl in the Morava river alluvium.] Sylvia, 35: 19-29. (In 

Czech, Engl. summary). 

 

CULEK M. (ed.), 1996: [Biogeography of the Czech Republic.] Enigma, Prague, 347 

pp. (in Czech) DANIHELKA J., GRULICH V., SUMBEROVÁ K., REPKA R., 

HUSÁK Š. & CAP J., 1995: [Über die Verbreitung einiger Gefasipflanzen im 

südlichsten Mähren.] Zpr. Čes. Bot. Společ., Praha, 30, suppl. 1995/1: 29-102. (In 

Czech, German summary). 

 

FARKAČ J., KRÁL D. & ŠKORPÍK M. (eds.) 2005: Red List of threatened species 

in the Czech Republic. Invertebrates. Agentura ochrany přírody a krajiny ČR, Praha, 

760 pp. 

 

GAISLER J., CHYTIL J. & VLAŠÍN M., 1990: The bats of S-Moravian low lands 

(Czechoslovakia) over thirty years. Acta Sc. Nat. Brno, 24 (9): 1-50. 



Ramsar Site: 635 - Mokrady dolního Podyjí  Ramsar Information Sheet 

November 2007 

 

 

GAISLER J., ZUKAL J., NESVADBOVÁ J., CHYTIL J. & OBUCH J., 1996: 

Species diversity and relative abundance of small mammals (Insectivora, Chiroptera, 

Rodentia) in the Pálava Biosphere Reserve of UNESCO. Acta Soc. Zool. Bohem., 60: 

13-23. 

 

HOLUB J. & PROCHÁZKA F., 2000: Red List of vascular plants of the Czech 

Republic. Preslia, Praha, 72: 187-230. 

 

HORAK P., 1998: [Successful breeding of Imperial Eagle in Moravia.] Zpravodaj 

Jihomor. pob. ČSO, 12: 27- 28. (In Czech, Engl. summary). 

 

HORAK P., 1999: [The tree-nesting population of Greylag Goose (Anser anser) is 

extinct.] Crex - Zpravodaj Jihomor. pob. ČSO, 14: 41-45. (In Czech, Engl. summary). 

HORAK P., 2000: [Development of Saker Falcon population between 1976-1998 in 

Moravia.] Buteo, 11: 57-66. (In Czech, Engl. summary). 

 

HORAK P., 2000: [Black Stork (Ciconia nigra) in the Břeclav region - the history 

and the present.] Crex - Zpravodaj Jihomor. pob. ČSO, 16: 38-47. (In Czech, Engl. 

summary). 

 

HORAK P., 2002: [Nesting of black kite (Milvus migrans) and red kite (Milvus 

milvus) in S Moravia in 1991- 2000.] Crex – Zpravodaj Jihomor. Pob. CSO, Brno, 

18:9-20. (in Czech, Engl. summary). 

 

KULHAVÝ J., HRIB M. & KLIMO E. (eds.), 2000: Management of floodplain 

forests in southern Moravia. Proceedings of the International Conference, 13-16 May 

2000, Židlochovice. Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry, Brno. 

 

LUSK S. & HOLCIK J., 1998: [The importance of unhindered connection of the 

Morava and Dyje river systems in the territory of the Czech Republic with the 

Danube.] Biodiverzita ichtyofauny ČR (II): 69-83. (In Czech). 

 

MALKOVÁ P. & LACINA D., 2002: Important bird areas in the Czech Republic. 

Česká společnost orni- tologická, Praha, 144 pp. 

 

MLCOCH S., HOSEK J., PELC F. (eds.), 1998: State Nature Conservation and 

Landscape Protection Programme of the Czech Republic. Ministry of Environment of 

the Czech Republic, Prague, 21 pp. 

 

OBRTEL R., 1971: Soil surface Coleoptera in a lowland forest. – Acta Sc. Nat.  

Brno, 5(7): 1–47. 

 

OBRTEL R.,1976: Soil surface harvestmen (Opilionidea) in a lowland forest. – Acta 

Sc. Nat. Brno,10(12):1– 34. 

 

OPRAVILOVÁ V., VANHARA J. & SUKOP I. (eds.), 1999: Aquatic Invertebrates 

of the Pálava Biosphere Reserve of UNESCO. Folia Sci. Nat. Univ. Masarykianae 

Brunensis, Biologia, 101: 1-279. 



Ramsar Site: 635 - Mokrady dolního Podyjí  Ramsar Information Sheet 

November 2007 

 

 

PODHAJSKÁ Z., 1998: Important Plant Areas of the Czech Republic. In: SYNGE H. 

& AKEROYD J. (eds.), Planta Europa. Proceedings of the second European 

Conference on the Conservation of wild Plants, 9-14 June 1998, Uppsala, Sweden, 

pp. 98-102. 

 

PENKA M., VYSKOT M., KLIMO E. & VASICEK F. (eds.), 1985: Floodplain 

Forest Ecosystem I. Before water management measures. Elsevier-Academia, 

Amsterdam, Oxford, New York, Tokyo-Prague, 466 pp. 

 

PENKA M., VYSKOT M., KLIMO E. & VASICEK F. (eds.), 1991: Floodplain 

Forest Ecosystem II. After water management measures. Elsevier-Academia, 

Amsterdam, Oxford, New York, Tokyo-Prague, 629 pp. 

 

PLESNÍK J., HANZAL V. & BREJŠKOVÁ L. (eds.) 2003: Red List of threatened 

species in the Czech Republic. Vertebrates. Agentura ochrany přírody a krajiny ČR, 

Praha, 184 pp 

 

REHAK Z., GAISLER J. et CHYTIL J. (eds.), 2002: Vertebrates of the Pálava 

Biosphere Reserve of UNESCO. Folia Sci. Nat. Univ. Masarykianae Brunensis, 

Biologia, 106: 1-162. 

 

ROZKOSNÝ R. & VANHARA J. (eds.), 1995-1996: Terrestrial Invertebrates of the 

Pálava Biosphere Reserve of UNESCO, I-III. Folia Sci. Nat. Univ. Masarykianae 

Brunensis, Biologia, 92: 1-208, 93: 209-408, 94: 

409-630. 

 

ROZKOSNÝ R. & VANHARA J. (eds.), 1998-1999: Diptera of the Pálava Biosphere 

Reserve of UNESCO I, II. Folia Sci. Nat. Univ. Masarykianae Brunensis, Biologia, 

99: 1-219, 100: 221-458. 

 

SEBELA M., 1980: Population densities and poduction of small mammals 

(Insectivora, Rodentia) in forest systems in the surroundings of the Nové Mlýny 

Reservoir. Acta Mus. Moraviae, Sc. Nat., 65: 199-210. 

 

SEBELA M., 1992: Ecological aspects of the construction of water reservoirs on the 

Dyje river at Nové Mlýny in relation to the local amphibian fauna. – Acta Mus. 

Moraviae, Sci.Nat., Brno, 77: 209–254. 

 

SEFFER J. & STANOVÁ V. (eds.), 1999: Morava river floodplain meadows - 

importance, restoration and management. DAPHNE - Centre for Applied Ecology, 

Bratislava, 187 pp. 

 

SUKOP I., 1990: Influence of the water works at Nové Mlýny on macrozoobenthos 

of the Dyje river in the vicinity of biosphere reserve Pálava (southern Moravia). – 

Ekologia (ČSSR), Bratislava, 9: 73–86. 

 

UDVARDY M.D.F. 1975: A classification of the biogeographical provinces of the 

world. IUCN Occas. Paper 18, Morges. 



Ramsar Site: 635 - Mokrady dolního Podyjí  Ramsar Information Sheet 

November 2007 

 

 

VICHEREK J. et al., 2000: [Flora and vegetation at the confluence of the Morava and 

Dyje rivers]. Masarykova univerzita v Brně, Brno, 362 pp. (In Czech, Engl. 

summary). 

ZUNA-KRATKY T., KALIVODOVÁ W., KÜRTHY A., HORAL D. & HORÁK P., 

2000: Die Vögel der March-Thaya-Auen   im   österreichisch-slowakisch-

tschechischen   Grenzraum.   Distelverein,   Deutsch- Vagram, 285 pp. 

 


