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Noteworthy fauna 

 

In total 225 different bird species have been observed, 119 of which breed. 

The open seascape between Osmussaar Island and the Põõsaspea Cape is important as a flyway for 

migratory waterfowls where the migration is concentrated into a very narrow area. At least 20% of the water 

birds migrating over the Baltic Sea pass through this distinctive bottleneck site of Siberian/East-Atlantic 

Flyway. During the autumn monitoring of numbers of migrating waterbirds in 2004 and 2009 in Cape 

Põõsaspea respectively 1,9 and 2,1 million watebirds were counted. About 600  000-800  000  Common  

Scoters  Melanitta  nigra,  350  000-500  000  Long-tailed  Ducks  Clangula 

hyemalis, 150 000-200 000 Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis, 120 000-130 000 Eurasian Wigeons Anas 

penelope, 50 000- 100 000 Brent Geese Branta bernicla, 25 000-30 000 Red-throated Divers Gavia stellata, 

5000-10 000 Black-throated Divers Gavia arctica and 10 000- 20 000 Common Terns Sterna hirundo 

have been counted migrating through. 

The 2007-2008 aerial survey of seabirds showed that the marine areas in surrounding of Osmussaar Island 

are important stopover and wintering site for Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis (20 000 – 40 000 in) and 

moulting site for Eider Somateria molissima (7600 in). 

Haapsalu Bay together with the Noarootsi lakes forms a very important staging site for waterbirds. The very 

shallow and surrounded by dense reed beds inland bays and remnant lakes offer good feeding conditions for 

both bottom-feeding and fish-eating  waterbirds.  Together  with  the surrounding coastal meadows and reed 

beds these form an important staging area for migrating grebes, swans, geese, coots, ducks and diving ducks. 

During the spring migration up to 40 000 water birds may stop here at one time and up to 100 000 in 

autumn. 

Reed beds of the Silma Nature Reserve are one of the most important breeding area (top 5) in Estonia for 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus (50-110 pairs), Red-necked Grebe Podiceps  grisegena (4-8 pairs), 

Bittern Botaurus stellaris (7-9 pairs), Mute Swan Cygnus olor (130-230 pairs), Greylag Goose Anser anser 

(70-90 pairs), Water Rail Rallus aquaticus (25-40 pairs), Spotted Crake Porzana porzana (30- 130 pairs), 

Little Crake Porzana parva (0-3 pairs), Coot Fulica atra (30-50 pairs) and Great Reed Warbler 

Acrocephalus arundinaceus (260-420 pairs). 

Coastal  meadows  are  important  breeding  site  for  endangered  Baltic  population  of  the  Dunlin 

Calidris alpina schinzii (10-11 pairs). 

Haapsalu shallow bays are especially massive spawing places of the Pike Esox lucius, Ide Leuciscus idus 

and Roach Rutilus rutilus; altogether 25 fish species are found here. The lagoon lakes are very rich on 

Crucian carp Carassius carassius. During the last decade the population of Carassius auratus gibelio, an 

alien species, has been increasing. 

At the coastal sea 43 taxon of zoobenthos are found. Macrozoobenthos communities in open sea area around 

the Osmussaar Island are represented mostly by Mytilus edulis and Macoma balthica. High biomass of M. 

edulis was found in the upwelling areas, M. baltica preferred sedimentation areas. 

Near the Hara bay the spawing ponds of rare amphibians – the Natterjack Toad Bufo calamita and Pool Frog 

Rana lessonae (both Annex IV, Habitats Directive) are located. Otters Lutra lutra (Annex II, Habitats 

Directive) and beavers are common in small rivers of the site. 

 


