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1. Country: Austria 2. Date: 2. 4.12.1992 3. Ref: ?HTMZ

4. Name and address of compiler:

Ing. Iteno Fischer; Umweltbundesamt (Federal Environmental Agency), Spit-
telauer LEnde 5, A-1090 wWien

Tel.: 0222-31304; Telefax: 0222-31304400

3. Name of wetland:  ponau-march-asen

6. Date of Ramsar designation: 16.4.1983

7. Geographical coordinates:  4s%i3-n, 16%8+® - 46°11'w, 16%s8+% ena 48°11°N, 16°58'E - 48”43'w,

2. General location: le. 2. dnunistrotive regrom and searest largs iowm

Tha ates 48 situsted in the atea bordaring Slovakia, east of Vienna, AUSLCIA.

0. Area: iin hectares)
36500 ha

10. Wetland type: isee ansched classification, also spproved Sy Monirewy ec.C47
M, W, T

11. Altitude: iaverage andior muximum & minimum)
148m

13. Overview: ieaneenl summary. in twn or three senences, of the wetland’s peincioal characterissies
The Donau-March-Auen (tiverine and flood-plain Eorests) constitute the jargest compreheansi-

ve riverine and fleed-plain forests of Central Europe. The Ramsar site is onm of the last
natural flowing pacts of the river Danube, wherby the dynamics is still intagt. The rivet-
ine foreats represent the transition from the eastern -steppe-area Lo the alpine region of

central Europs. Noteworthy iz the high number of spocies of flora and fauna.
13. PRVSIGL 1ERLUTES: ez zeviogy; geomorphology: origis - naturai or amificial: hydmiogy: soil type: water qualiny:
water denth; water permanence; floctuations in water level; tdal varations: carchment area; downsiream area: climates

Holoclne riverine and flood-plain forests, pleistoclne terrace (Wirm, Riss)
Donag-Auen: Calesrous gravel, heavy and dense; March-Auen: acld sand, porous, light. Avera-
ge annual temperatuce: ﬂ,lac; Avarage annual precipitation: 550 mm.

The Danube has mountainous character whilst the March has pannonic Eeatures. The Danube
riverine Cforest ist regularly flooded in June, when the snow melts in the mountaing. The
spring £loods of the March, the Danube's floods in summer, which teach the March ares, ae
wall ss the_high ground water level in the Danube riverine forest, determine the ecological
Factoera in the acrea. The rudes material which was transperted form the landscape of the
river and riverine forest of of the Danuba.

The March has a bad water guality, while the Danube shows a bloleogical water guality of
I1=TLT.

14. Ecological features: imain habits and vegertion rvpest

The ®amsar area represents a unique ecological situation: the Danube, a mountain river
meets an pannonic river, the March, which shows SE-European character traits.

The site comprises a strip of land either side of the River Danube batween the state of
vienna and the Slovakian border; a strip of land along the River Merch [Morava) from its
conflusrce with the Danube to the south of the Slowakian town of Breclar (Hainburg to Hohe-
nau): and m strip along the Thaya from Bernhardstal to Hohenau. It contains civerine mars-
hes, ponds, oxbow lakes and meadows with vegetation, including alder tAlnus sp.) and origi-
nsl woodland. These areas comprise the largest remaining tract of near-patural to natural
riverine and flood plain forest in Central Euzope.



15. Land tenure /ownership of:
{a) site

Mostly federal forests; some estates, WWF Austria and private propecty Ownets.

{ b) surrounding area

intensively used private flrlifhﬂ

16. Conservation measures taken: inatonal stegory and legal snus of pricected arens - including any boundary hanges
which |The site ist partly protected within an srea of #mix nature reserves, totalling 2213 ha,
including Marchauen-Marchegg Mature Reserve (1.150 ha) with 50% WWr Austria ownetrship and
0% private ownership. The Landscape Protection Area comprises 2000 ha and the Biocsphete
Hesorve "Unters Lobau® 1000 ha.
Toe safeguard the typical wet meadows alongeide the March, management measuras [(mowing,
hay-harvest) are taken by tha landscaps management society *"Distslversin=.
Ta stabilize the groundwater aguifer an artificial canal was built through the Marchfeld,
upstresm Yienna, to bring water from the Danube to the Rubbach.

17. Conservation measures proposed but not vet implemented: ez msnagenent plas in preparation: offically
proposed &3 3 protected area eic )

The National Park *Donau-Auen” is under prepacation, as well a3 the study of comprehensive

sanagement plans. The existing meadow managemernt along the Harch i1st to be extended.
Currently o Pamsar working group weas set up by the Federal Ministry of the Environmant,
Youth and Pamily and the state government of Lower Austria to develop & site plan, taking
Ramsar rules into consideration.

18. Current land use: principal human activities in:

{a) site
Forestry, agriculture, hunting, tishing, filter beds of
for neighbouting settlements, canoeing

a sugar-refinery, recreation aran

(b) surroundings/catchment

agricultucre, hunting

19. Disturbances/threats, including changes in land use and major development projects:
(faceors which may have s pegative impact o the ecological character of the watland)

{a) a1 the site

The sinking ground water level in the riverine forest due to the deeponing of the panube
inte its river bed, constitutes a danger for the dyramics of the riverine forest. ponau=El=-
be-oder canal, plans for various power plants at the Danube, increased recreation activi-
ties, manuring of the meadows, drastic reduction of meadows and natural wood areas.

(bl in the surroundings/catchment

agriculture



zﬂ.iiydrul ical and !!ﬁcllv’j“!ﬁ:fpﬁmﬂ'ﬂﬂfﬂﬁl‘tfﬁﬂﬂHlmmllﬁﬂﬂillqﬂwﬂgﬂtmﬂhliﬂbﬁhﬂmﬂrm
og!

The wcomplete part of the river Danube east of Vienna was regulated in the last centucy.
Meverthalans, both the groundwater and flood dynamics for large riverine areas remained,
Dapanding of the Danube‘'s bed dus to erosion, the fall of the groundwaterlavel and the big
tlood control dam (Hobertusdamm) already built Jast century lead to the deying up of large
parts of the riverine forests.

During the last century, requlation work along the river Macch was cacried out. The sur=-

rounding area of the River March, which is used sgriculturally, was protected by dams
againet flooding.

Danube (Furcation type): Meight of fall 40 em/km
March (Meandering type): Height of fall 16 em/hm

21. Social and cultural values: (e fisharies production. foresry, religious smportance. rchseniogical site <ic)

. The civecine forest and flood-plains of the Donau-March is of great importance fot securing
a balanced water economy in the region, whose precipitation is rather poor. The riverine
forest im also a retention area for floods. A great potantial exists for [ishing and Eore-

atey, and hunting has always played a big role. In recent years, the Donau=-Auen have become
vecry popular as recreation area.

zz-rqﬂlEWVﬂrﬂhf’ﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬂ:It; unique. rare. endangered sbundam or biogengraphicaily mmporant peces: include count data 20

Bresdifng species: Ciconia nigea (6 pairs), €. ciconia (30 pairs), Pernis apivorus, Milvus

nigcans (20 pairs), Circus asfegihemus (1), C. pygarqus, Crex crex, Alcedo atthis, Ficus

canus, Dryocopus martius, Dendrocopos medius, Sylvia nisoris, Figeduls albicollis, Lanius
. collurio, Tringa totanus, Podiceps nigricollis, Limosa limoss, Tachybaptus tuficollis eto.

23. }@ﬂl!ﬂ?ﬂﬂ1ﬂ!} f!ﬂl1l:i:{.unipn;rlnLlnﬁqumuli!'Hn[nﬂ,:ghhaﬁh imporant species/communities ac.

Vegetatisn of the Danube riverines forest: demontan-pannonic, vegetation of the Macch river-

ine forest: panonnic-pontic. About 650 plant species can be found in the Donau

riverine
Eorasts,

Some plants af the SE European riverside reach their westerly border in the March

forests, e.g, Acer tactacicum, Urtica Kioviensiam, Leucojum aestivum, Rumex altis-
sima, Eryngium planum, Gratiola officinalis and Clematis 1nt:;g:1:nlxl.

rivecine



24. Current scientific research and facilites: g deuils of current projeats: exisence of field station stc.)
The araa .= a genstic resatvoir, and as such It is icreplaceable for reseacch work. Testing

methods, a8 well as studies, have been carcies out since 1980, as regards the possibility
of setting up a Wational Park "Donau Auen®. Foundation research of the March riverine fo-
rost 1s carried out by the Federal Environmental Agency with the help of aerial photo-

graphs. Wational Park Institute Donmu=Auen of the Austrisn Academy of fclences, Institua of

Appliad Eco-Ethology, situated in Haringsese. i )
23. Lurrent CONSErvanon educaAnON: ey visimes cemre. hides information booklet facilities Tor school visits =

Public relations activities were Jo far carried out only by the wwr, Information and educa-

tion possibilites are plenned in conjuction with the sstablishmant

af the National Fack
"Donag-Ruen".

26. Current recreation and tourism: (s if wetlind wed for recrestion/tourism: indicate Tvpe & frequency/imensicy)

Mo recreational facilities oxist in the ares of the March civerine forest.

only temporacy
Louriss

in the region of the *"Marchfeld Schlfsssr~ (Castles). In the Donau-Auen toucrisam :s
increasing rapidly. dus te the vicinity of Vienna. The ares is used for hiking,

biking, as
wall as for eanoeing.

27. Mumgunmt I.I.Iﬂ'lﬂrit_‘b't ingme and address of bodv responsibie for managng the wetland)

Amt der NiederBisterrelchischen Landesregierung, Abt. 11/), Angsleganheiten des Naturschut-
tos, Dorothesrgasse 7, A=1010 wWien

Tel.: 02213-53110; Telefax: 0222-53110 5280

28, Jurisdiction: iemitorial ey saeregion and funcrional g Dept of Agriculiure/Tepe of Envitonment 2ic.)

tyrschut-
Amt der WiederBistsrreichischen Landesregierung, Abt. II/3, Angelegenheitan e
zes, Dorotheergasse 7, A-1010 wWien
Tel.: 0222-53110; Telefax: 0222-53110 5280

29, Bibliographical references: sciificiednics! oniv)

30. Reasons for inclusion: ismw which Ramsar criteria - as adopted by Rec.C.4,15 of the Montrac Coaference - are ipplicable)

le, 14, Za, 1B, e

3. MRP of site iplease enciose the most detailed and up-to-dite map available - preferably at least 125,000 or 1:30,000)
OF numbers: 26, 43, 59, 60 and 61 (M 1:50000)

Please return to: T.A. Jones, Ramsar Daabase, IWRB, Slimbridge, Gloucester GL2 “BX, England
Telephone: 44 - (01455 890632 Telefax: 44 - 101453 890837 Telex: 43 71 45 WWF.G
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