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Information Sheet on Ramsar Wetlands

As approved by Rec.C.4.7 of the Conference of the Contracting Partes, Montreux. Switzerland - July 1999
NOTE: Please read the sccompanving uidelines befare smempring to complere nis form. An 2xampbe of o completed dats sheet i57ls0 meluded.
Compieied steets shouid 52 moumed tor TAL Jones. Ramsar Jawrcase, TWREB. Siimbridge, Gloucester G2 7B, England

1. Country: austria 2. Date: 12.11.1992 3, Ref: ?‘mﬂm

4. Name and address of compiler: 3

pipl.Ing. Wolfgang Flor, Amt der Vorarlberger Landescegiecung Abt., IVe, Landhaus,
A-6901 Hregenz; Tel.: 05574~ 511 Pax.: O5574- 51180

3. Name of wetland:  mheindeita

6. Date of Ramsar designation; , ...

T- Ge{)gl‘ﬂ.phiﬂ.l Cﬂll}l."diﬂatt‘j: gn34.r . 904_[}' El .qfanr - _q?n_'”_- N

8. General location: e sdministrative region and searest lrgs o
UDEEFlbﬂ:g. 4 Km west of Bragens

9. Area: in hecares
1870 ha

“}. -“"‘e[land t:fpe: i3es amached classification, also approved by Montrews Rec.CAT)
o, U

11. Altitude: lavernige and/or mAximuUm & rHinimam)
400 m

2. Overview: i=enl susmmary, in two or thres sesitences, of the wetlind’s principal charcteristcs)
Roughly 2/3 of the area is coverod with water, most of which 1s flat water area and dries
out in winter. Approx. 450 ha are fens, large sedge communities and reed beds. The Rhine‘s
delta is the most important breeding place and top over place for walders at the Hodensoe.

[t is also & very impartant winter resting place for water birds in Austria.

13. Fh_‘-'SiCHJ features: iez zealogy: seomorphology: origing - namral or amificul; hydrology; soil rype: warer qualing
witer degith; water permanence; fluctuations in water leval: fidal variations: carchment area; downsiresm area; climaret

The Rhine Delta lies between the original Rhime estuary in the west (Alter Rhein} and the
Rhine Canal in the East, which was built at the turn of the century. The development goes
back to sedimentation processss of the Rlpine Rhine, which carries approx. 1 mt of sedi-
mants annually into thsa Bodensee. Due to the alluvial development the height differences
are very small. Before construction of the dam the annual differences of the water level
led to large-scale regular floods. Today anly those mire aresas nocth of the damm are floo-
ded. HNear the rivar estuacies, mires were formed on which one can find fen and transition
mire vegetation today. These areas are psed extensively as humid grasslands (water me-

adows), Additionslly c¢a. 50 ha in the nature reserve 1s being used intensively for agra-
culture. |

14. Ecological features: main habits and vegeation svpes)

The lacrge [lood water zones Afe important feeding areas for water birds. About 200 ha
Phragmitatum communis and Caricatum elsatae are impoertant breeding areas. An important
breeding area for bird dependend on meddows are the humid grasalands (Molinetum) and the
trangition mires (Rhyncohesporetum slbae, Caricetum lasiocarpas). At the old Rhine one can
find a riverine forest (Pruno fraxinetum}.



15. Land tenure /ownership of:

la) site
Frivate property, witer area largely Republik aof Austria

{ b) surrounding area
Frivate propercCy

16. Conservation measures taken: (national caegory and legal st of protected aress - includmg any boundary changss
witich have besn made; management pracrices; hether an officially approved mansgement plan exists and shether i has been implemented!

EXisting nature reserve decres. MaAnagement plan

17. Conservation measures proposed but not yet implemented: ie.¢ mansgsment plan in preparation: officas
proposed as a protected area ofe.

Cavelopment plan in preparation

18. Current land use: principal human activities in:

ial site

Nature protection, extenaive and intensive agrivultural use,

forestry and arboratum, Eishing, tourism, hunting

(b) surroundings/carchment

Agricultural ares, settlement area

19. Disturbances/threats, including changes in land use and major development projects:
Hactors which may heve o negative bnpact on the ecological characrer of the wetlind)
la) at the site

Fartly drying up of water meadows. Heavy disturbance dus to recrestion
activities, boating, hunting, Eishing

(b} in the surroundings/catchment

Transfermation of natural areas into agricultircsl areas



29. Hvdrological and physical values: (geundwater recharge. fload conrol. sediment Fapping. shoreline sabilisation <.

A large part of the nature site 1m protected from floods through a dam. The ground water
level mouth of the dam iz attificially regulated with the help of 3 pumps. Due to the fact
that an draining system exiats, there is a danger of the mire further deying up.

21. Social and cultural values: ey fisheries production. foresiry, religions importance, archaenlogical site wic.)

. Small-scale [forestry. Intensive and extensive agriculture. Touriss, Fishing ate sconomic
tactorm.

22, Noteworthy fauna: (e sniqe. rare, mdangered. abundant or biogeographically impornt species: include count data exc.

Gcourrence  of more than 10000 waterbirds and 1000 wa_decs, Pulica atra (10000}, Anas cly-
peata (200}, Aythya Ffuligula (5000}, Aythya ferins [2500). Important rooat duting winterc
sigration for: Podiceps cristatus (1000), Mergus mecgansar (500), Cygnue cygnum, Anas
sttepera (700 in autumn), Anas acuta, Metts rufina [100; in autumn max., »2000), Aychya
. marila, Somateria mollissima, Melanita fusoa. Wintering and rooating aces for MNumenius
afquats, max. 1200). Near the whols alpine populacion of Mergus: mercanser (max. »1000)
moults in the site. Breeding species: Crex crex (1-1 pairs), Gallinage gallinage [35-50
P:)e Limosa limosa (12-1% p.), Sterna hicunda (50-150 p.), Mumenius arquata {(10-12 p.)

23. Noteworthy flora: ez unique rare, endangered. or biogesgraphically inporant speciescommunities ew.|

The only place in sustria whore Wydrocotyls wvulgsris ezists. Endangeced in Buropa: Thypha
mintma, Gladiolus palustrie, Liparis loeselii, Sprianthes aestivalis etc.



24

Current scientific research and facilities: e dewils of current projests; existence of field sttion e}

) t oo
megular documentation of bresding and rasting birds. Presently, studies are carried ou o
dragon-fly -and butterflies.

Reseatch project on the effscts of

draining systems on the
vegetation and soi1l fauna of humid grasslands.

23.

Current conservation education: ieg. vision centre. hides, miormation bookler, facilities for sehoal visits ewc.)

Hone.

Freparations. if Process.

Current recreation and tOUriSm: isute if wetlind used for recreation/iourism; indicate type & fraguency/intensicy)

Fls see items 18 and 21. Tourism not organized. Mainly recteation activities, little natur
tourism. No information poseibilities.

27, Management H.llﬂ'll}l'il}': inume and address of boay responsible for managing the wetland)

Amt der Verarlberger Landesregierung
Abr. IVe, Landhaus, A-6901 Bregen:z

Tel.: 05574 - 511 Fax.: 085574 - 51180

28. Jurisdiction: ierierial ez ste'recion and funcrional =g Dept of Agriculture/Dept of Environment eic.|

Amt der Vorarlberger Landesregierung
Abr. IVe, Landhaus, A-6901 Bregenz

Tal.: 05574 - 511 Pax.: 05574 - 51180

29. Bibliographical references: uscienificiiochnical oniyi

orabher,M.; Blum,v. (1990) Maturschutzgebist Rheindelta.-Ramsarbericht 1 Be
[Ty i &4 par
standsaufnahme dsterreichischer Schutigebiece, Teil A: 1-5§.

Umweltbundesame, Wien.

30, Reasons for inclusion: isme which Ramsar eriteria - as adopred by Rec.C.4.13 of the Montreux Conference - are applicable)

14, 28, ia

3l. Map of site Iplease enclnse the mos demiled and up-to-date map available - preferably o Jeast 1:25.000 ar 1:30,000)
0K numbers: 110 apnd 111 (M 1:50000)

Please return to: T.A. Jones, Ramsar Database, IWRB, Slimbridge, Gloucester GL2 VEX, England
Telephone: 43 - (01433 390634 Telefax: 49 - (01453 FU0E27 Telex; 43 71 45 WWF-G
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