Information Sheet on Ramsar Wetlands

As approved by Rec.C.4.7 of the Conference of the Contracting Parties, Montreux, Switzerland - July 1990
NOTE: Please read the sccompanying guidelines before anempting to complete this form. An example of a completed data sheet is also mehuded,
Completed sheets should be returned to: T A, Jones, Ramsar Database, TWRE, Slimbridge, Gloucester GL2 7BX, England

1. Country: AUSTRIA 2.Date: 7.1.1992  3.Ref: arcewse 7 T PPE
4. Name and address of compiler: Dr.Reinhold TURE :

Tel.: 0316 B77 3707 Ant der Stelermiirkischen Landesregierung

FAX.: 0316 877 4314 Rechtsabteilung 6, Fachstelle Naturschutz,

Karmeliterplatz 2, 8010 Gra=z.

5. Name of wetland: HIRgsSCHACHEN MOOR

6. Date of Ramsar designation: _ st miber 1901

7. Geographical coordinates: 17735'N  014721'F

8. General location: {e.g, adrmunistrative region and nearest large town) Provinee of Styria, District
. of lLiezen, approximately 7,5 lkm east of the town of Liezen.

9. Area: iin hatars)
G2 ha

10, Wetland type: ises smached classification, also approved by Montrews Rec.C.4,7)
u

11, Altitude: taveage sndior masimum & mnemumd The entire area lies at an altitude
of approximately 632 m above sea level.

12, Overview: I general summary, in rwe of three wentences, al the setland’s principal charcteristacs)

Raised peat bog surrounded by developing flat bogland, damp meadows,

patches of conifers, Situated in the Magpd plain of the river Pons, it

serves as a good example ol the once extensive ancient peatlands of the

Inneralpine valleys. The central raised peat bog area (U6 ha) ist currently managed

rﬁ’?ﬁ}g;&&t?ﬁgéﬁr’ﬁ: le.g. gmalogy: geomorphology ongins - nawral or anificlal, hydrolagy: soil tvpe: waler qualicy:

waler depth; water permanence; (luduations in wate evel, (idal variations; catchment area; dowmstream ares. climan)

During the past 10 000 years the Plirgschachen Moor developed out of a postglacial lake.
. Through a slow process of sedimentation layers of peat were laid down to reach a

current average depth of 6 m. Pollen analysis reveals that the early vegetation was

dominated by sedges and rushes. The older, deeper legers of peat show remnants of

Myrica gale, now extinet in Austrda. The upper layers of peat show a dominance of

Shasnum moss. The central raised peat bog area is surrounded by Clatter bogland amd

damp meadows interspersed with areas of conifer woodland. The peripheral areas

are influenced by human interference such as drainage ditches, attempts of

alforestation and peat extraction.

of Pimus mugo and areas free of trees and shrubs. Plant coumunities determined by
acidity. Main species are Pinus mugo, Sphagnum magellanicun, Sphagnum fuscun,
Sphagmum tenellum, Sphagnum warnstorlii, Sphagnum cuspidatum, Friophorum vaginatum,
Vaceinium oxycoccos, Drosera rotundifolia, Calluna vulgaris, Andrameda polilolia.
Area between raised peat bog and peripheral woodland: This area is developing into
a ralsed peat bog and shows the highest species diversity:Main species are:

Sphagnum magellanicum, Sphagnum rubellum, Sphagmum tenellum, Sphagum warnstorfii.
The drainage ditch surrounding the bog harbours a completely diff'erent specles
commnity. Main species are: Eriophorum vaginatum, Rhbynochospora alba,

see back of this sheet)




........ Carex rostrata, Molinia caerula, Sphagnum cuspidatum, Sphaenum
acutifolium, Sphagnum palustre, Sphagnum squarrosum. At the edge of the ditch
there are: Bhamnus (rangula, Betula pubescens, Plcea abies, Pinus sylvestris,
Calluna vulgaris, Rhynoehospora alba, Vaceinium oxyecoccos, Vaccinium-vitis-idaea,




ey
b,

15. Land tenure /ownership of:

(@)site The entire site is currently under private ownership (several
owners). The central area (raised peat bog, 40 ha) is leased to
WAF-AUSTRIA until 1996. '

{ b) surrounding area
private oumership.

16. Conservation measures taken: (nstionl category and legal status of protected areas - including any boundary changes
which have MWMWW:MMMWEhHYlWMlmFMm and whether it has been implemented)

The site ies in a protected landscape area. This; however, does not

of'fer sulfTicient legal protection in order © mﬂ:m\,im and secure its
axlogical character. =

Jo "y

17. Conservation measures proposed but not yet implemented: (e g management plan in prepanation; aifically
proposed as a protected ares etc.)

The conservation authorities together with NGO's are In the process

of purchasing the whole site and preparing the necessary steps o

achieve full lepgal protection. A management plan will be deawn up in

the near future aiming at reversing the current drainage and

afforestation situation. '

18. Current land use: principal human activities in:

(a)site The central arens are currently not used. Some peripheral areas
are used ss hay meadows .,

—_— .
(b} surroundings/catchment. The imnediate surroundings are used as hay meadows.

19. Disturbances/threats, including changes in land use and major development projects:
ifactors which may have a negalive impact on the ecological characer of the wesland)

(a) at the site The main potential threat to the site are the current drainage
activities. However, these will not be allowed to continue once the
site is under full legnl protection. A future management plan will

include the PMilling in of existing drainage ditches

S .

(b} in the surroundings/catchment

MNone known.

S L ot



20. Hydrological and physical values: (groundwater recharge, flood control, sediment mapping. shoreline subilisation atc)

The site recelves its water supply form 3 different sources:

a) Where the river Bnns draws close to the site, the peripheral areas
are regularly Plooded,

b) The eentral area is fed by ground water.

¢) High precipitation and a damp climate provide a regular atmospheric
water supply.

21. Social and cultural values: (ez. fisheries production, forestry, religious importance, archacological site etc)

TImportant for conservation, education and scientific research,
particularly pollen analysis. : .

22. Noteworthy fauna: fe.q unigue, rare. endangired, abundant or bogecgraphically Imporand secies; include count data ac.)

The site harbours a range of rare, specialised and relic species of
invertebrates and is particularly important for Lepidoptera,
Iymenoptera, Diptera, Salticidae snd pseudoscorpions.

23. Noteworthy flora: (e unique, mre, endangered, or Blogeographically important speciey/communities etc.)
Rare and endangered as well as biogeographically important
species include Betula nana, Plnus migo, Vaccinlum oxyeoccos,
Vaceinium uliginosum, Drosera anglica, Drosera rotundifolia, Eriophorum
vaginatum, Andromeda polifolia, Molinia caerula, Scheuchzeria palustris,
Drepanocladius Muidans, Polytrichum strictum.
Cladonia stygia is at the southern edge of its Buropean distribution.




24, Current scientific research and facilities: (e deails of curent projects; exisence of field station et

Mo

23. Current conservation education: feg. visitors centre, hides, information booklet, facilities for school visits et)

*NONe

26, Current recreation and tourism: (sute if wetland used for recreation/tourism; indicate type & frequency/tensity)

nane

27. Managemrnt authurit_v: iname and address of body responsible for mamaging the wetindl  Nstes ITV-Austein

Ant der Steiermfirkischen Landesregierung is currently managing the centpeal
Rechtsabtellung 6 ralsed peat-bog area. A full
Karmeliterplatz 2 managementplan will be established
A-8010 Graz, AUSTRIA alter the agquisition of the whole site.

28. Jurisdiction: teritorial ¢ 2 stagregion and functional #.g. Dept of Agriculture/Dept of Enviroement oo}
steiermiirkische Largesrepderury:
Rechtsabteilung 6
Fachstelle Naturschutz.

29. Bibliographical references: uceniificiechnical anly)

BIAKER,R.,1979: Zur Okologie tmd Torfstratigraphie des Plirgschachen-Moores.
Diss.-Karl-Franzens-Univ. Graz.
FRANZ ,H. 0 KLIMESCH, T, : 1947: Das Pireschachenmoor Im Steirischen Emmstal.
Natur u. land 34, 5/6, 128 - 136,
KRAL,F. u, MAYER, H.,1979: Aus dem Pollenarchiv des WWF-Reservates Plirgschachener Moor
Allgemeine Forstzedtung 2.
sec back of this sheet!
30. Reasons for inclusion:(sare ~hich Ramsar criteria - 13 3dopted by Rec.C.4.15 of the Monteux Conference - are applicable)
Ha), 2(a), 2(b).

31. Map of site iplcase enclose the mes desailed and up-io~date map available - preferably at lexst 1:25.000 or 1:50,000)
K 99 Rottenmann 1:25.000

Please return to: T.A. Jones, Ramsar Database, TWRB, Slimbridge, Gloucester GL2 7BX, England
Telephone: 24 . (01333 39065 Telefax: 44 - 101a3] 390827 Telex: 41 71 45 WWF-G



29, Bibliographical relerences:

RUOSS, E,., MAYRHOFER, H. und FONGRATZ 1. ,1987: Eine Rentier- und eine
Becherfechte neu Mr die Steiermark.
Mitt.natirwiss Ver.Stelermark 1“1.
105 - 110.
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