| NFORVATI ON SHEET ON RAMSAR WETLANDS
Country:  Cernmany
Dat e: May 1992
Ref : 7DEO26

Nane and address of conpiler: Landesanstalt fur QCekol ogie,
Landschaft sentwi ckl ung und Forstplanung Nordrhein-Wstfalen,
Lei bni zstr. 10, 4350 Recklinghausen

Tel : 02361 605-1

Nane of wetl and: R esel fel der Minster

Dat e of Ransar designation: 28 Cctober 1983

CGeogr aphi cal coordinates: 52002' N 07-39' E

Ceneral location: District of Minster, Conmmunity of Minster, ca.
2 km N of Minster

Area: 233 ha
Wet | and type: 8
Al titude: 49-52 above sea | evel

Overview. Northern part of the forner irrigated fields of the
city of Minster, disected by a network of paths into units of
ca. 1-2 ha. The units consist largely of shallow water basins
less frequently of pasture. The area is of international
importance as a resting and noulting site for waders and ducks.

Physi cal features: Several neters above the plateau of Enms and
Aa, the irrigated fields lie on a diluvial sand-plain, wch
drops by 2 min the direction fromS to N The soil consists of

pure sands with large parts of fine sand and relatively snall

parts of clay. Wth the exception of the deep-water basin (2 m
deep), all basins show a water level of nmaximum 20 cm The
basins are fed with and drained of purified water by a carefully
control | ed

wat er f | ow syst em

Ecol ogi cal features: Shall ow water basins w th nud-banks as well
as deep-water basin representing an inportant site for resting
and noul ting waders and ducks. Vegetation typical for shores of
ponds has developed on the edge of the basins. Each basin
features nore or |ess devel oped reedbeds along the shoreline
consi sting of Phragmtes australis, Typha latifolia and Phalaris

arundi nacea (Phragmtion, Magnocaricion). In the South and in
the North-East |lie noderatly noist to noderately wet pastures,
which sonetines flood. Snmall danp oak- and birch-wod and

al der (break)-wood with a few open, hydro-seral water pools
(Al nion glutinosae, Salicion cinereae). The irrigated fields are
bi ot opes repl aci ng destroyed natural wetl ands.



Land tenure/ ownershi p of
a) site: city of Minster; site leased by the Bundesland
Nor dr hei n- West fal en since 1977

b) surrounding area: various private owners

Conservation neasures taken: Since 1976 the site has been
managed on the basis of a managenent plan by the Biol ogical
Station "R eselfelder Minster”. The mnain enphasis lay on
vegetation control - mainly "Rohrkol ben" and "Rohrglanzgras".
The drai nage-system had to be suspended, and sone of the smaller
units had to be converted into |arger basins. The renovation of
the water supply system makes irrigation of individual wunits
possi ble. The walls surrounding each basin were raised in sone
places in order to allow tenporary water depths of up to 1 m
Sonme side-paths in the Reserve were closed and hides were
erected to control recreation.

Conservati on measures proposed but not yet inplenmented:

- Creation of deeper water bodies for diving and fish-eating
bi rds.

- Creation of |arger, continous noist pastures.

- Closure of the area to traffic.

- Creation of buffer-zones around the <core-area through
conversion of arable land and pasture, creation of further
wat er bodies, inclusion of the water neadows of Ens and Aa.

Current | and use: principal human activities in
a) site: Nature conservation, recreation, agriculture (30 ha
pasture, 15 ha arabl e | and)

b) surroundi ngs/ cat chnent : intensive agriculture (nmaize),
pastures in the | owl and of the Minster Aa.

D sturbances/threats, including changes in |land use and ngjor

devel opnent projects

a) at the site:

- insufficient restrictions on the use of the site in the
| ease contracts

- overhead cabl es for teleconmmunication and electricity

- traffic

- pressures fromrecreational tourism

b) in the surroundi ngs/ catchnent:
- hunt i ng

- i ntensive agriculture

- industrialisation

Hydrol ogi cal and physical values: After the transfer of sewage
treatment to the nega-sewage works of Minster in 1975, the
installation of punps for irrigation of the reserve becane
necessary. A punp-system built in 1980 can punp up to 48,000 ni
of mechanically and biologically purified waste water from from
t he Ens-drai nage systemup to the reserve and distribute it into
the nmany basins. Wterlevels in the individual units can be
controlled by means of a system with extensively branched
pressure pipes.



Social and cultural values: Inmportant for scientific research
and conservati on-educati on.

Not eworthy fauna: (source: see bibliographical reference (1)

1989)
Resting water birds:
Anas crecca average 300 in spring, 600 in autum, max. 1,400

Aythya fuligula average 60 in spring, 110 in autum

Calidris al pina average 55 in autumm

Gl linago gallinago average 130 in spring, 600 in autumm, nax.
4, 000

The R eselfelder Minster is one of the nost inportant resting
sites for wader species Tringa erythropus, T. nebularia, T.
ochropus, and Tr. glareola within the central -european area. No
other site in Europe or North-Africa is known to support maxi mum
nunbers of up to 300 Tringa ochropus.

QO her reqularly wintering species:
But eo | agopus (1-2 birds)
G rcus cyaneus (3-5 birds)

The Ri eselfelder Minster is one of the few obviously traditional
wi ntering areas of inland Germany for Corvus corone corniX.

Sone of the breeding species are:

Anas crecca, max. 30 breeding pairs

Anas querquedul a, max. 45 breeding pairs
Anas cl ypeata, max. 55 breeding pairs
Aythya ferina, 25 breeding pairs

Aythya fuligula, 34 breeding pairs
Gl i nago gal I i nago, 10-18 breeding pairs
Tringa totanus, 15-22 breeding pairs
Lusci nia svecica, nmax. 17 breeding pairs (till 1978), 3 breeding
pairs (1991)

Motacilla flava, ca.40 pairs

Acrocephal us palustris, ca. 600-800 pairs

Bird Conservation Field Station Nordrhein-Wstfalen
Anas strepera, 7 breeding pairs
Rem z pendul i nus, 4 breeding pairs

The site still maintains a big inmportance for Lepidoptera (ca
80 species on the Red List of Nordrhein-Wstfalen). There is a
consi derabl e presence of bats including water-, |[|arge-w nged-,

and pigny-bats (= Wasser-, Breitfltgel- und Zwergfl edernaus), as
well as of the Large Eveing G ider (=G osser Abendsegler).

For further nore detailed informati on on the Fauna see Annex 1.

Not ewort hy fl ora:

- extensive reedbeds wth Phalaris arundi nacea, Typha
latifolia and Phragmtes australis (Phragmtion);

- some rare danp woods: Alder thickets as well as grey
wi | | ow shrubs.

Current scientific research and facilities: The Biological Field
Station carries out research into population devel opnent and



mgratory behaviour of various wader and waterfow species
(daily population counts, observation of magratory behaviour,
resting- and noulting faithful ness, research into the
physiol ogical condition of mgratory species, research into
dai |y behavioural patterns and activities, determnation of the
turn-over rate through a col our-ringing progranmme).

Current conservation education:

- Furt her education for schools and adult education

- Meeti ngs of expert scientists

- Nat ure conservati on exhibition

- (bservation hides with informati on boards in the reserve

Current recreation and tourism The site is accessible by a
| arge network of pathways. Particularly at weekends there is
extreme pressure on the site fromvisitors in cars, on bikes and
on foot. This shall be controlled through conplete closure of
access to the core-area. There are plans for the construction of
observation hides, like the ones already existing in the core-
area, for the outer areas; a network of educational foot-paths
is al so pl anned.

Traffic is to be diverted fromthe whole site. It is planned to
build parking facilities on the edge of the buffer-zones with
information boards on the network of foot-paths and on the
i nportance of the site.

Managenent aut hority:

Biological Field Station R eselfel der Minster e. V.
Coermihl e 181

4400 Minster

Jurisdiction: no information supplied

Bi bl i ographi cal references:

(1) Landesanstalt fir Cekologie, Landschaftsentw cklung und
For st pl anung 1989. Expert report on the inprovenment and
| ong-term conservation of the "Wtland of |International
| mportance" R sel fel der Minster.

(2) Vauk, G 1988. Expert report on the ornithol ogical Nature
Reserve "Ri esel fel der Minster".

Reasons for inclusion:
2 (a), 2 (b), 2 (c)
3 (b)

Map of site: 1:50,000 encl osed



