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2. Country: Islamic Republic of Iran g e
3. Name of wetland: Govater Bay and Hur-e-Bahu
1. Geographical coordinates: 25 10 N 61 30 E

5. Altitude: qecaye stior mas £ miny S€8 Level to 50m 6. Area: (in hecsares) #5000ha

7. Overview: (gznenl summary, in beo or three seniences, of the westandr principsl ehancieristies)

. The riverine and estuarine Wetlands of the lower Sarba:- River, including permanent
fresh water pools and marshes, mangrove swamps and inter-tidal mudflats, and also
the sandy beach of the adjacent Gulf at the Oman Coast in extreme southeast of Iran.

The site is important for Crocodylus palustris and wintering water fowl, notably

Cri , Shorebirds, gulls and temrns. . 3
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12- Justification of the Criteria:
The wetlands of lower Sarbaz River and Khcr Govater Contain
excellent examples of Semi-permanent riverine wetlands and
stuarine mudflat/ margrove ecosystems characteristic of
Sowthern Persian Baluchestan znd adjacent to the Baluchestan
Province of Pakistan. The Wetlands EuppEJr‘r. a diverse fawuna
and flora wich is primarily inde- Malayan in affinity, and
thus play an important role in maintaining the genetic and
ecological diversity of the rvegion. The lower Sarbaz River
Supports a Substantial population of Crocodvlus Palustris,
while Khor G ovater Supports a winterir_lg population of
Pelecauns Cripus ( both plobally threatened species ).
Another threatened spedes, Aquila heliaca, occurs in winter.
Khor Govater regularly Supports over %1 of the regional
pepulations of Phalacrocorax Carbo, Latus hemprichii, Larus
genei, Sterna Caspia and S.bergii during the migration Seasons
and in winter. The Dasht River in South-Western Pakistan is

near the border and is reported to have warsh Crocodiles.

The fact that Iran has estabiished a Ramsar Site
for its numerous values among them mersh Crocodile, as opposed
to the animal being simply a protecied Species, would create a

grealer national and international ccnc--u fur the Crocodile.
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14-

General Location:

In extreme Southezst Persian Baluchestan near the Pakistan

border, 85 Km east of Chabahar, Sistan and Baluchestan

Parovince.

Physical Features:

The Site Comprises the lower course of the Sarbaz River, its
estuary in Khor Govater (Govater Bay), and a 61 km Stretch

of the Oman Coast in the extreme Southeast Comner of Persian
Baluchestan up to the Pakistan border. Erratic winter rains

in the interior of Baluchestan Produce some surface flow in
the river in most years, and there are occasional torrential
floods, but for much of the year, Surface water in the river
bed is confined to a series of deep, Stagnant pocls. There
are extensive inter-tidal mudflats in the estuarine portion
of the river and about 200 ha of mangrove forest. The coast-
line consists of long Sandy beaches backed by sand dume areas
as well as stretches of high sea-cliffs.

A tiny rocly islet offshore provides ® roost for large numbers
of sea birds but is unsuitable as breeding habitat because it
is awash during stroms.

The regicn is generally extremely hot throughout the year, and
has very low winter rainfall. However, the clims.c .n summer

is influence 2 by the south west monsoon, and alt' .gh heavy



rainfall is unusual, the huridity remains high throughout the

SUMMET «

15- Hydrological Values:

No information

16- Ecological Features:

Permanent pools in the bed of the Sarbaz River Support rich
submerged aquatic vegetation and a narrow fringe of emergent
vegetation. including some phragmites sp. and Typha sp.
Mangrove areas in the estuarine Zone.are mono-specific stands
of Avicennia marina with some very 1a1:ge trees. A high water
table in the main valley supports open parklike woodland of
Acacia, prosopis, Ziziphus, Tamarix and date palms, with
stands of oleauder and fan-palms along the river bed. Away
-..nfrom the river the vegetation is extremely sparse, and much

--+1,00f the area is almost devoid of vegetation except after the

:uenr infrequent rains.

17- Noteworthy flora:
. _,..Jhe large stand of Avicennia marina at the mouth of the Sarba:
-, River contains some of the largest mangrove trees in Tran. 1he

< -, .Fjperan Tamarix vegetation type of the Sarbaz River * melall .



18- Note worthy fauna:

The tidal rudflats, mangroves, sandy beaches and inshore
waters at the mouth of the Szrbaz River are an important
wintering area for phalacrocorax ca-.rb'l; ( up to 3500 ) ,
pelecanus crispus (maximm of 25 in the 1970s but up to

112 in recent years), Platalea Tcucorodia (up to 49), a
variety shorebirds ( notably Haematopus Ostralegus, Cali-
dris alba, Limosa lapponica, Numenius arquata and Tringa
totanus) and gulls, The latter have included up to 2000
larus ridibundus, 1000 L. genei and 1000 L. cachinnans.
Scarce winter visitors have included single ciconia

nigra and pluvialis fulva. lLarge uﬂ]ers of terns occur

on passage, including up to 2000 sterna bergii,. Breeding
birds in this area include Ardeola grayii ( up to 15 pairs),
Haicyon smyrnensis ( Common) and Acrocephalus Stentoreus
(Common) . Up to 14 pandion haliaetus have been recorded in
winter, and the species is thought to breed in the -ma.
Other wint:'rmg raptors have included Haliseetus albicilla,
Accipiter bad.i:.us ( up to 4), Neophron percnopterus ( up to
"2/, Aquila ltmeliaca. Falco cherrug and F.Peregrinus.
(hlamydotis undulata is a regular winter visitor to the

1 'ne of the'nearby Dashtvari in flocks of up to 11 birds.
wifauna of the lower Sarba: Valley is typical of the
i ads of Eailluchestan. and has + «h stronger affinities

with ‘he Indo-malayan fauna than v .*h the palearctic.
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Characteristic Species include Butastur teesa, Aguila rapax,
Gyps bengalensis, Francolinus Pondicerianus, Tumix Sylvatica,
Pterocles exustus, Athene brame, Caprimulgus mahrattensis,
Dendrocopos assimilis, Calandrella ravtal, Lanius vittatus ,
Saxicola caprata, Lonchura mala arica, Passer Pyrrhonotus and
Acridotheres tristis. At least 26‘4 species of birds have been
recorded in the Bahu kalat protected Area, The Sarbaz River is
noted for its thriving population of Marsh Crocodile or

Mugger (Crocodylus Palustris), the westeérn most population of
this south Asian species. Other fauna in the protected Area
indude Desert Monitor (Varanus griseus), Common Indian Mang -
oose (Herpestes edwardsi), Palm Squir el (Funambulus Pennanti) ,
Golden Jackal ( Canis aureus), Monitor Lizard, Striped Hyaena
(Hyaena hyaena), Caracal (Lynx Caracal), leopard (Felis Pardus),
Wild Boar (Sus Scrofa), Chinkara Gazelle (Gazella dorcas
bennetti), Persian Ibex (Carpa hircus aegagrus) and wild sheep
(Ovis ammon). The rare Baluchestan race of the Himla};an

‘Black Bear (Selenarctos thibetanus ) is belived to occur in

the reserve. Govater Bay with many sand beaches is likely a

major sea turtle nesting pround.

19- Social , Cultural Values:

No information



z0- iLand tenure:
Rivers and Bay is Govermental
Site:

Farmlands is Pri vate

Rangelands: pw-blic
Surrounding area: '
Farmlands : Private

21- Curment land use:
Fishing along the coast, and some graz:i:ng by domestic livestock
in river side vegetation. There is a small fishin-g village on
Govater Bay near the mouth of the Sarbaz River and Several tin
villages with small areas of cultivation along the river banks,

but the area is remote and most of ‘it is very sparsely populated.

(%]
(B
1

Possible changes in land use:

None Known

23- Conservation measures taken:

_The ¥Wetlands
_are included within a protected Area of 382.430 ha ( The Bahu
.- Kalat Protected Arca)established in 1971. The boundaris have
- . remained unchanged since then, but the reserve has been re-
named the (Gando) Pwrtected Area. The entire reserve has been
identified as an "ImFﬂrtant Bird Area ' by Birdlife Intewna-
tional ( Ewans. 1994).



24- Conservation measures proposed:

None

25- Current Scientific research and facilities:

Mid-winter Waterfowl censuses have beem carried out by the
Ornithology Unit, Department of the Environment, in most
years since 1970 ( with aerial surveys in 1973 , 1974 and
1975), and avifaunal surveys have been undertaken on several
occasions at other times of the year. tha Department of
investigations on the Marsh Crocodile wpulatim‘and mamma-
lian fauna. Accommodation facilities-are available at Game
Guard Stations in the Protected Area. Recently a Crocodile

research station established at the protected Area near the
Garmbit village.

‘26~ Current cnisewatim .education:
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27- Current recreation and tourism:

+Nm'rr

Jd- Jurisdiction:

Ocpartment of the Environment



29- Management Outhority:

Department of the Environment
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