| NFORMVATI ON SHEET ON RAMSAR WETLANDS
Country: Sweden

Dat e: Decenber 1991
Ref : 7SE019
Nane and address of conpi |l er: Tiina Laantee, Swedi sh

Envi ronnment al Protection Agency, 17185 Sol na, Sweden
Tel : +46 8 7991000
Fax: +46 8 291106

Name of wetland: § aunja
Dat e of Ransar designation: 5 Decenber 1974
CGeogr aphi cal coordinates: 67017' N 19049' E

Ceneral location: Located about 50 km south-west of Kiruna, in
the County of Norrbotten.

Area: 188, 600 ha
Wetl and type: MO U X
Al titude: Maxi mum 1600 m m ni mum 444 m

Overview. The designated site covers a whole catchnent area and
conprises virgin wilderness with a wide range of habitats,
including the nost extensive mre in Europe outside the forner
Soviet Union. The §jaunja-region supports a greater nunber of
vertebrate species than any other nountain region in Sweden.

Physi cal features: The site contains open water, mre noraine
ridges and nountain slopes. The whole catchnent area 1is
included. The mres are characterized by aapa-mre conpl exes but
pal sa-m res occur too.

Anong  geonor phol ogi cal elements there are glacio-fluvial
channels and tundra polygons. The bedrock is domnated by
perthite granite and perthite nonzonite. There is also granite
from the Lina Ganite Series, and acid volcanic rocks. The
western area is partly affected by the water regulation at |ake
Sat i haur e.

Ecol ogical features: the site is characterized by a mxture of
open narshes, shallow | akes and woods of Betula. In drier parts
there are virgin Pica and Pinus forests.

Land tenure/ ownershi p of
a) site: state owned
b) surrounding area: state owned

Conservation neasures taken: Listed as site of nationa
i nportance for nature conservation. Mst of the area is included
within the boundary of Sjaunja Nature Reserve, established 26
February 1988. The Nature Reserve has an approved mnanagenent



pl an. Some hunting is allowed in the outer zones of the reserve.
The use of off-road vehicles is restricted to a fewtrails.

Conservation measures proposed but not yet inplenented: In 1989
the area was proposed as a Wrld Heritage Site, but so far no
deci sion is taken by UNESCO

Current land use: principal human activities in

a) site: Reindeer farming; Nature cosnervation; Fishing
Recreation

b) surroundi ngs/catchnent: no information supplied.

Di sturbances/threats, including changes in |land use and ngjor
devel opnent projects

a) at the site: There is sone disturbance in spring fromthe use
of snow- nobi | es.

The site is alnost unaffected by man apart from the reindeer
farmng and the danage ol der an regul ation regi ne has caused on
the shores of Lake Satisjaure. Earlier there have been plans of
mneral mning but the area is today protected against
exploitation. There is sonme fear that increased canoeing nmay
| ead to di sturbances on the aninmal life.

b) in the surroundi ngs/catchnment: no information supplied.

Hydrol ogi cal and physical values: The relatively undisturbed
catchment area together with the extensive mres nmake the area
uni que i n Scandi navi a.

Social and cultural values: In parts of the area sport fishing
is a very popular activity, especially in spring tine.

Noteworthy fauna: Mre than 150 species of birds have been
observed out of which 100 have been nesti ng.

Permanent residents: Haliaeetus albicilla (several pairs),
Aqui |l a chrysaetos (sweral), Cygnus cygnus, Anser fabalis, Falco
rusticol us

Breedi ng: Lymocryptes mninmus, Tringa erythropus, Limcola
fal ci nellus, Phal aropus | obatus, Asio flameus, Anthus cervinus,
Enberiza rustica, E pusilla, Gllingo nedia, Vanellus vanellus,
Li rosa | apponi ca, G rcus cyaneus, |anus ridibundus.

The area contains at |east 25 manmmal species including U sus
arctos, Lynx lynx, @lo gulo and Lutra lutra (all occurring
regul arly).

Noteworthy flora: no information suppli ed.

Current scientific research and facilities: Research is largely
confined to irregular studies of the bird fauna.

Current conservation education: no information supplied.

CQurrent recreation and tourism A few trails are traversing the
area. Canoeing is popular in the main river.

Managenent authority: The manager of the Nature Reserve is the
County Adm ni stration.
The surrounding areas are also owned by the state and nanaged



accordingly.

Jurisdiction: Territorial and functional: County Adm nistration
of Norrbotten.
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